Day 298 OCTOBER 24

Seeking Counsel

"And the men took of their victuals, and asked not counsel at the
mouth of the Lord." Joshua 9:14

The sins of the Hebrews are almost too numerous
to number. To catalogue them would force us to
look closely at our own lives. Most of the sins and
problems in the Old Testament have their genesis
in the words, they “asked not counsel of the Lord.”
God either repeatedly reminds them of this failure,
or the situation obviously reveals it. In this example,
Joshua makes a treaty with the Gibeonites without
asking the Lord.

Counsel was readily available to God’s Old
Testament people, through the prophets, using
the Urim and Thummim, or simply inquiring of
the Lord. Rarely did they ask, and often, when the
prophets told them what God wanted, they refused
to listen. When the prophet Micah warned Ahab
king of Israel, and Jehoshaphat king of Judah against
going to war, they ignored him and went to battle
anyway.

Most decisions people make and later regret
involve not seeking counsel. A businessman once
remarked, “The best bargain in the marketplace is
the counsel of experts.” People do not want to be
opposed; they wish to be affirmed. Fearful that they
may be opposed rather than affirmed, they do not
ask.

The issue is not determining the will of God, but
rather seeking His will. To properly seek the will
of God you must, in a spirit of neutrality, come
before God with an open hand, broken spirit, and
contrite heart. After seeking the Face of God, ask
the counsel of proven men who love you and watch
for your soul.
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