Bearing Witness on Race

So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of
you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with
Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is
there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.

(GALATIANS 3:26-28)

In Galatians Paul urges Christians to live in the light of the
resurrection—not to mention the doctrine of justification—in such a
way that the world’s high barriers and prejudices between races and
peoples are removed.

Before the coming of Christianity, one was “born to one’s gods,” because
every people, city, place, craft guild, and large estate had its own gods.
Religion was a mere extension of culture. If you were born in a
particular place or into a particular people, worshipping those gods was
one of the ways you were part of that community.

But Christians believed that there was only one God and everyone
should worship him regardless of their race, ethnicity, class, nationality,
or vocation, or of any other human status. The radical implication was
that your faith in God was not merely independent of your ethnicity—it
was more fundamental to who you were than your ethnicity. It gave you
a bond with all other Christians that was deeper than any you had with
your own race. This created the first multiracial, multiethnic faith
community.

Modern-day Christians must admit that these extraordinary resources
for racial understanding, healing, and unity are largely going untapped.
The new self (Eph. 4:22-23) that is rooted in Christ’s love and work
rather than in our race, culture, and achievements is something that
must be put on. Only then can it overcome the natural “hostility”
between races (Eph. 2:14).
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