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A Proper Perspective 
"And the son said to him, 'Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son: But 
the father said to his servants, 'Bring quickly the best robe, and 
put it on himi and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet ... 
luk.1S:21-22 

In His parable of the Prodigal Son, our Lord 
reveals the prope( perspective of the sinner as 
he comes to his heavenly Father. When you sin, 
you are "no longer worthy to be called His son." 
Brokenness and repentance characterizes the 
attitude of the prodigal. Encouragingly, the Father 
immediately welcomes him back into the family, but 
this a decision the Father makes that the son does 
not anticipate; the son does not think, "if I pretend 
to be broken and contrite, my father will take me 
back into the family." 

Later the Savior calls attention to your being 
His slave. "Will anyone of you, who has a slave 
plowing or keeping sheep, say to him when he has 
come in from the field, 'Come at once and sit down 
at table?' Will he not rather say to him, 'Prepare 
supper for me, and gird yourself and serve me, till 
I eat and drink; and afterward you shall eat and 
drink?' Does he thank the slave because he did what 
was commanded? So you also, when you have done 
all that is commanded you, say, 'We are unworthy 
slaves; we have only done what was our duty."" 

Even after the Father welcomes you to His family, 
He says you should see yourself as nothing more 
than "an unworthy slave." When you serve your 
Master, He incurs no debt or obligation. You obey 
and serve Him because He is God and you were 
created to serve His good pleasure. If you wish 
a relationship with the Lord, this must be you r 
perception of your relationship with Him. 

l lij(e17:7-10 
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