
Day 144 MAY 23 

Evidences of Conversion 
"Knowing, brethren beloved, your election of God.u I Thessalonians 1:4 

Paul wrote this letter with confidence that his preaching 
had produced genuine ~ in the lives ci the believers. 
"For oor gospel came not unto yeo in word only, but also in 
power, and in the Holy Ghost, and in much assurance.'" In the 
rerrnini1g portion of the chapter, he gives five reasons why he 
coold legitimately be assured that they were "elect of God:" 

I) They stood fast in- the face of persecution' "And yoo 
became imitators ci us and of the Lord, for yoo received the 
word in much affliction, with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit" 
Only a mirade of God's grace can bring a gnoup of people 
to "imitate" a man who led them down the path of suffering 
"afHictionltribulation." 

2) They lived as examples to others' " ... so that you 
became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in 
Achaia,") Note in verse 6 "yoo became followers," and in verse 
7 ''you became e><m1pIes" When the man ci God follows a 
good elGlrl1p1e, he becomes worthy ci being an e><m1pIe for 
othe-s to follow. 

3) They evangelized' "For not only has the wond of the 
Lord soonded forth fium yoo in Macedonia and Achaia, but 
your faith in God has gone forth everywhere, so that we 
need not say anythir&'. In verse 7 they witnessed by deeds; in 
verse 8 they witnessed by words- Section and evangelism IP 
together. In the Bible, election always involves responsibility. 

4) They obeyed' "For they themselves repon: concerning 
us what a welcome we had among yoo, and how yoo rumed 
to God from idols, to serve a living and true God.'" The 
words ''you rumed" calls attention to the fact that in no case 
~ God, Christ, or the Holy Spirit said to force anyone to obey 
Him. Obedience ~ always the voluntary act of the individual in 
response to the presa1tation of truth. . 

5) They looked with anticipation for the renJrn of Christ 
" ... and to wait for h~ Son fium heaven, whom he raised fium 
the dead, Jesus who delivers us fium the wrath to come.'" All 
who wish to persevere in the Christian life must assiduously 
desire Christ's corning He does not say, "hope for evertasting 
salvation," but rather "wait for H~ Son," which is meant to 
motivate us i1 remembering that we must face oor Judge. 

1 I The:ssalonians 1:5 ' 11hessa1on~ 1,6 3 1 Thessalonians 1:7 ' I Thessalonicfls 1:8 
~ I Thessalonians 1,9 ~ I Thessalof1lans llO 
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Reasons People Are Idolaters 
Day 145 

'Wherefore, my dearty beloved, flee from idolaby." I Corinthians 10:14 

Man is addicted to ido latry for at least three 
reasons, all of which are interdependent; each flows 
from the previous reason. First. he knows that he is 
out of control evidenced by his being "victimized" 
by the weather, disease, and the negative influences 
of others; second, he desperately wants to be in 
control and is never more insecure than when he 
realizes he is out of control ; and third , he uses 
religion as a means to gain control - " If I give the 
gods v.:~at they want, maybe they will give me what 
I want. . 

I think in the sense of being free from idolatry, 
it will never happen; it is too much a part of our 
depraved nature. To one degree or another, all 
are syncretistic in their worship of God. Instead 
of completely trusting Christ in every. area of 
life, we find ourselves trusting other things - our 
relationships, job, savings , etc. - never to the 
exclusion of trusting Christ, but rather augmenting 
our faith in Him. Anytime you look to a source 
other than God for the meeting of your needs, you 
are an idolater. , 

For this reason. you are best served reflecting 
ca refully on the benefits of fearing God. As Solomon 
counsels, "The fear of the LORD is the, beginning 
of wisdom : and the knowledge of the 'holy is 
understanding." ) 

I Pro.-eJbs 9,10 
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