Protestant Teachings vs. Council of
Trent Decrees

This table highlights the key doctrinal conflicts between the Protestant Reformation and the

Catholic Church's Council of Trent (1545-1563). Each Protestant belief is supported by
Scripture, while the Council of Trent directly rejected many of these principles and issued
formal anathemas against them.

Topic

Authority

Justification

Sacraments

The Mass

Communion

Purgatory

Indulgences

Protestant Reformation
(with Scripture)

Sola Scriptura - Scripture
alone is the final authority
(2 Tim 3:16-17; Acts 17:11)

Sola Fide - Justification by
faith alone (Romans 3:28;
Galatians 2:16; Ephesians
2:8-9)

Only 2 sacraments
instituted by Christ:
Baptism and Lord’s Supper
(Matt 28:19; Luke 22:19-
20)

Memorial of Christ’s once-
for-all sacrifice (Hebrews
10:10-14; Luke 22:19)

Spiritual or symbolic
presence of Christ (1 Cor
10:16; John 6:63)

No purgatory; Christ's work
is sufficient (Hebrews 9:27-
28; 1 John 1:7)

Rejected as corrupt and
unbiblical (Acts 8:20; Rom
6:23)

Council of Trent (1545-
1563)

Scripture and Church
Tradition are equally
authoritative

Justification by faith +
works; 'faith alone'
condemned (Canon 9,
Session 6)

7 sacraments declared
essential means of grace

Mass is a propitiatory,
ongoing sacrifice (Session
22)

Transubstantiation: bread
and wine become literal
body and blood (Canon 1,
Session 13)

Purgatory affirmed; prayers
for the dead encouraged

Indulgences upheld (abuses
condemned)



Intercession of Saints &
Mary

Papal Authority

Salvation Assurance

Christ alone is mediator (1
Tim 2:5; John 14:6)

Priesthood of all believers;
no Pope (1 Peter 2:9; Eph
4:11-12)

Assurance through faith in
Christ (Rom 8:1; 1 John
5:13)

Veneration and intercession
of saints and Mary
promoted

Pope is supreme head of the
Church

Certainty of salvation
considered presumption
(Canon 15, Session 6)



