The Cost of Not Making Disciples:

Many Christians seem to believe that “busyness is next to
godliness.” 5

They behave as if moving fast, thinking big, and focusing
on the many is a more valuable approach to life than slow-
ing down, thinking small, and faithfully investing in a few.
As a result, many Christians—including church leaders—are
living lives of speed, exhaustion, and emptiness, not lives of
quietness, contentment, and joy.

Moreover, because the faith of many “believers” is no
more than skin deep—because they do not have a deep and
total commitment to God’s Word—the average twenty-first-
century church is not having the type of revolutionary social
impact that the first-century church had. Tragically, we often
see sexual promiscuity, adultery, homosexuality, abortion,

divorce, drug and alcohol addiction, dysfunctionality, and
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depression plaguing our churches just as they are plaguing
society at large. The apostle Paul warned us in 2 Timothy 3:5
(n1v) of those “having a form of godliness but denying its
power.” Yet, sadly, we see evidence of this within the church
the world over.

This is the cost of not making disciples.

It is certainly true that we have a big world to reach for
Christ and that it takes big acts of God to reach it. Its also
true that sometimes Jesus and Paul moved fast, thought big,
and focused on the many. They wanted to tell the whole
world the good news that the Kingdom of God was at hand,
accessible to anyone who would truly repent—turn back to
God—and trust in the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
for life eternal and abundant. Indeed, we should be no less
passionate about reaching our big world than they were.

But preaching to the masses and doing dramatic public
miracles were not all that Jesus and Paul did. They made it
their mission to make disciples, and thus they dramatically
multiplied the impact of their ministries. They built fully
devoted, trained, and experienced followers. They invested
heavily in these small, select bands of leaders until they were
equipped with so much love and so much spiritual capiral
that they were ready to advance God’s Kingdom and radically

change the culture, despite intense opposition.
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