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Dear Co-Laborers, 

Since my last update days before our summer FCA Camp at Northern Arizona University until 

now, there have been many highs and lows in the coaching ministry. I write to you at this time 

to share with you how the Lord has been working in my life and how He is moving in the lives of 

so many young people. In this letter, I will be very transparent and share my spiritual ups and 

downs that I have experienced over the last three months since taking on the head coaching 

role at Catalina High School.  

I want to start by saying THANK YOU for the incredible support that I, and my family, receive 

from our supporters. Thank you for taking the time to read this update and thank you in 

advance for your prayers for me, my family and this ministry. I have hit some pretty low spots 

over the past three months, and I can’t tell you how much it lifts me up (and my family) when I 

get people reaching out and letting me know we are covered in prayer. The prayers are felt.  

In review, when I applied for this coaching job, it was truly an act of obedience. My sons had 

decided to take 7th grade off from football and I had much more “appealing” coaching options 

at Pusch Ridge High School where I have been coaching since 2010. I could have stayed there 

with the MS and worked with kids and dads I have known for several years. I could have 

coached JV with David Shoaff and some other coaches that I love. I was also offered the varsity 

offensive line position, as well. But I had made the choice to take the fall season off to take a 

rest from the rigors of coaching, to watch Estelle’s senior year of varsity volleyball and just have 

some much needed “down time”. Then Catalina happened. As you know, Catalina was the first 

school that God opened the door for me to minister in. I had been working with and ministering 

to these kids (most of them football players) for over a year and I love them all. The football 

coaching staff left in late May leaving no coaches to lead this group of young men that I had 

grown to love in our weekly bible studies together.  The players were down and out not having a 

coach as this school is not a school that coaches want to apply to (especially 8 weeks before the 

season starts). Catalina is known for one thing…losing. One playoff appearance in 70 years and 

not a winning season in the last 15 years… I felt so bad for these guys… a good group of seniors 

that had kept with it for their first three years… and I kept feeling a prompting to apply for the 

job so that the kids would have a coach for the season.  I tried to talk myself out of this over and 

over again, but God seemingly wouldn’t let me let this job go. In the valley of decision, I asked 

the Lord to please make it clear if He wanted me to apply and take the job (knowing that no one 



else wanted it). That night, I couldn’t sleep and the only thing that felt right was to apply for the 

job even though I knew it was going to be so difficult in so many ways.  

The word of the LORD came to Jonah the son of Amittai saying, “Arise, go to Nineveh the 

great city and cry against it, for their wickedness has come up before Me.” But Jonah rose up 

to flee to Tarshish from the presence of the LORD.      Jonah 1:1-3 

I certainly did not receive the same call as Jonah, but I sure have experienced just a small taste 

of what Jonah felt. I tried to talk myself out of applying for this coaching job… I had so many 

good excuses and so many good reasons not to apply for this job, but I never felt the Lord 

release me. So, at 1:25am in the morning, I got up and applied for the job no one wanted, to do 

what I believe God had called me to do.  

I felt a sense of relief after the fact… kind of like I did when I made my first support raising call 

when I entered full time vocational ministry last year. I again had to walk off the plank of my 

comfort zone into the unknown. I had to go “all in” and trust the Lord. 

After I “won” the coaching job, I had so many emotions to deal with. Fear, uncertainty, regret, 

excitement, hope… I was an emotional roller coaster. I had hopes of a “Facing the Giants” 

football season (if you have not seen it, it is a great movie with a gospel centered message!). 

There were hopes of taking a team that has only one playoff appearance in 70 years to a 

miraculous playoff berth. I had people telling me to record the whole summer and season as it 

would be an amazing documentary. Local articles were going out in the pre-season about me, 

our staff and our history of turning programs around…. Expectations were high for a glory 

season at Catalina and the pressure was mounting on my shoulders to make good on the 

expectations. In years past, summers at Catalina would bring out 7-10 players for summer 

practice (in the whole football program frosh-senior). We were averaging 25 players 

consistently! In the past, the team would field 17-20 players for the season before grade checks 

and would then play with 14-17 players for the second half of the season. In August at the start 

of school, we had 42 players on our roster! The optimism was high and as a coaching staff, we 

believed we could be 3-2 or even 4-1 coming into tough section play. 

Fast forward to today… our “firm” roster is at 24 players. Our record is 1-5 we won our first 

game on 10/4). We lost our only QB (that could actually throw a football) to a broken fibula in 

week 2 (2nd quarter). We lost Mohamed Kallo – a young man from Guinea, Africa- a freak of 

nature who played RB, DE, Punter and Kicker- to a broken leg in week 4. Mohamed is 6’ 5” – 240 

lbs. He had never played football (I had to teach him football on Zoom calls in the evenings with 

Google translate). We have also lost several other key players for 2-4 weeks to injuries that they 

will likely return from. We have lost 12 players to ineligibility (grades) that will not recover and 

will not return to the team. We gave 2 games away that we should have won. On paper, and in 

the rankings, our season looks like a complete failure and disappointment. This reality (on 

paper) has been a huge struggle for me. I’m a fighter (and I coach a lot of quitters). I must be 

organized and methodical (I inherited a “program” that was broken and disorganized from top 



to bottom). I hate losing more than I like winning (I inherited a group of kids that don’t know 

how to win and accept losing as normal). Oh how I long to live and walk by the Spirit but my 

flesh has gotten the better of me so many times. I have found myself saying things to myself 

that do not edify: under my breath and sadly, even out loud at times. I have received my first 

ever unsportsmanlike conduct penalty in 28 years of coaching. I have wanted to quit. I have 

often second guessed myself and the decision to take this “volunteer” coaching job. I have 

asked God repeatedly if I made the right decision. I find myself confessing my sin to the Lord 

throughout this process and not only to God, but also to my coaches and players. I have been 

humbled and broken in this process as I strive for excellence and desire to glorify God, yet I 

often find myself “failing” in so many areas and being a disappointment to Him. Romans 7:14-25 

has been very much mu own battle. But in evangelism, I have a common phrase I like to 

encourage people with. “It’s not how you start, it’s how you finish that matters.” 

Please pray for our football team to finish well on the field. Please pray for me and my staff to 

stay focused and to refocus every week on why we are out here with these kids in this 

community. Please pray for me to glorify God on and off the field – in my thoughts, my 

intentions, my words and my actions.  He must increase but I must decrease. John 3:30    

You have heard about the bad and the ugly. Let me share with you about the good. There is 

great news amidst my struggles I shared with you above. New Fall Huddles have started and so 

many athletes are dialed in and growing spiritually and the numbers just keep growing.  

 

Catalina High School  -   30 athletes attended FCA Camp at Northern Arizona University. 

18 Catalina athletes surrendered their lives to Jesus Christ 

and continue to attend weekly Huddles- 4 as leaders.  



At Catalina, we now have two weekly Huddles - Wednesday and Friday.  

Wednesday is now our multi-sport Huddle which averages around 25-30 athletes each week.  

We see boys from football, basketball, track, wrestling and soccer. We see girls from volleyball, 

cheer, track and softball.  

Friday is now a men’s discipleship group – this is a group of 14 players from our football team 

that went to camp as believers or came to Christ at camp and that in our one-on-one times 

together have expressed to me the desire to learn how to be a man of God. We are finishing the 

foundational studies and are now entering into a study on biblical manhood. I love this group of 

young men. They are hungry for God’s Word. 

Inside of this Friday men’s group there is a young man who was nearly stabbed to death by his 

mother at 9 years old (no father figure in his life) and whose life is threatened by the gang he 

left. He has been in foster care since his youth and is now almost 18 years old. Two other 

brothers in the group were beaten by their now incarcerated mother (no father figure in their 

lives). One young man watched his father get gunned down at 8 years old by the airport (no 

father figure in his life) while another watched his uncle (a drug cartel member) dispose of a 

body from a deal gone bad at the age of 11 (his father, a cartel member, is incarcerated in San 

Quentin in California). Another young man watched his father commit suicide on his back porch 

and his mother is now incarcerated for child abuse (no father figure in his life). This is why I took 

this job.  

As I struggle with the futile “X’s and O’s” and the “Wins and Losses” columns as a football coach, 

I am reminded of the wins that are taking place that the general public will never see but Lord 

willing, will one day be impacted by. Young men and young women are coming to Christ and are 

hungry for His word. Eternally speaking, many of these young men and young women have 

already won the championship if they endure to the end.  

 

“And may He that began a good work perfect it until the day of Christ Jesus.”  Philippians 1:6 



Sahuaro High School 

The Huddle at Sahuaro is taking off. Last year the huddle averaged about 10-12 people. This 

year, the Huddle is averaging 24-28 athletes and growing. 

5 athletes attended FCA camp and continue to attend the Huddle and one young lady was swept 

off her feet by Jesus. Bella is a sophomore volleyball player that has been lit on fire. She is 

inviting kids from every sport and telling them that they need to come and here about Jesus. In 

a strange way, it is like reading of the early Church walking through towns and calling people to 

come and hear about Jesus. I love it! The Word is powerful if we just proclaim it! Bella is far 

right in the gym photo, and she is second from right in the outdoor photo (1969 sweater). 

This year, I have systematized weekly Huddles. All Huddles (with exception of my Friday men’s 

discipleship group) are currently going through studies on the authority, inerrancy and 

trustworthiness of God’s Word. Since the Bible is what we teach from in our Huddles, it is 

important every person sees the Bible as Truth and that each person learn to filter the 

ideologies and teachings of the world through the filter of Scripture. These young adults are 

really grabbing ahold of this which is foundational to knowing God and to doing His will. 



Sabino High School  - My Alma mater  

 

 

The Lord has opened the door at Sabino High School – my alma mater! I met Trinity (front left) 

at our High School State Tennis Tournament last May. Her brother was playing in the 

tournament and I had mingled with him over the past two seasons when we would compete 

against Sabino. I had the sense that he was a believer so I got to talking to Trinity during his 

match and as the Lord would have it, they were a Christian family. She discussed how she would 

like to be more bold in her faith and I asked her if she had ever heard of FCA on campuses. She 

said she had but that she had no idea how to start one. I told her “Today is your lucky day! I will 

help you!”  We meet weekly on Tuesday’s at lunch. This group is doing very well. It started with 

4 athletes and more continue to join us in our study.  There is so much discussion and so many 

questions that arise in this group. I love that they are “thinking” – something that this busy 

world makes it so hard to do! 

 

 



Pima College – Fall Huddles back up and meeting 

Pima College has been an amazing development. The new AD (non-believer) as well as the 

ladies volleyball coach and ladies basketball coach have come together and are offering us a 

place to gather on campus with larger groups in a large meeting room above the gymnasium. 

Praise God. These core athletes (a few are missing here) have teammates that want to come 

and join us for campus meetings to hear about Jesus and better understand the Christian faith.  

We will continue to meet every other Sunday at our home with our core group of athletes that 

are hungry to grow and be equipped to evangelize and disciple others. I love this group. 

I also meet with a group of young men (also in this group) for a bi-weekly study on biblical 

manhood. 

We will start gathering on Pima Campus for larger introductory Huddles to introduce new 

athletes to the gospel and to what it means to walk with Jesus. I see so much spiritual growth in 

the lives of these young men and women! It is very encouraging. 

 

NEW HUDDLES 

Please pray for Santa Cruz Valley Union High School, Tanque Verde High School, Palo Verde 

High School and Rincon/University High School. Lord willing, the contacts and relationships 

that have been forming will soon result in Huddles forming and the gospel being shared on 

these campuses.  

 

 



FETSIS FAMILY NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FCA CAMP FOR ROWAN AND GRACEN FETSIS – FIRST CAMP EXPERIENCE 

The boys loved camp and were in the same Huddle as Matthew Devine (son of Kevin Devine). 

They are excited to return next year and do it all over again! It was a rock solid camp! 

 

ESTELLE FETSIS COMMITS TO PLAY VOLLEYBALL AT PIMA 

COMMUNITY COLLEGE 

What a blessing! Estelle will be playing for two years at Pima 

College! She will live at home, the campus is 7 minutes from our 

home, and Estelle is actively involved in the Pima College Athletes 

Huddle currently at our home (and soon on campus!)  

 

SOFIA IS FINALLY A NURSE! 

Sofia has graduated from nursing school this past May and will begin 

her first nursing job at Tucson Medical Center in the Labor and 

Delivery Unit. She begins her new job on October 28th. We are so 

proud of Sofia! She worked so hard! 

 

I want to thank you again for your support in making it possible 

to fulfill what I believe the Lord has called me to do with the 

rest of my life. Without you, this update would not be possible. 

I love you and I am grateful for you.  

With much love, 

Coach Andy Fetsis and Family 


