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"He replied, 'Elijah does come, and he is to restore all things; but 
I tell you that Elijah has already come, and they did not know him, 
but did to him whatever they pleased. So also the Son of man will 
suffer at their hands.'" Matthew 17:11·12 

Jesus tells His disciples that when Elijah came (in 
the person of John the Bapt ist), they "did to him 
whatever they pleased." In the same manner, they 
will do to Jesus whatever they please: they killed 
them both. Paul reminds us, "For had they knownr they never would have crucified the Lord of Glory." 
Doing what they wanted, they did not know what 
they were doing. 

When people do this , they do not thwart the 
perfect will of God, they accomplish His perfect 
will. Jesus said, " ... 1 lay down my life, that I may take 
it again. No one takes it from me, but I lay it down 
of my own accord . I have power to lay it down, 
and I have power to take it again; this charge I have 
received from my Father. ,,2 Still , the Apostle Paul 
accused the Jews of killing Christ: "Who both killed 
the Lord Jesus, and their own prophets ... that they 
might ... fill up their sins alway: for the wrath is come 
upon them to the uttermost. ,,3 

Never suppose that because God uses you to 
accomplish His purpose that He is pleased with you. 
The opposite may be the case. Your best defense 
against this happening is to resist the temptation to 
"do evil that good may come,,,4 and to constantly 
plead with God to do only His will , never your will. 

' I Corinthians n ' John 10,17-18 ' I Thessalonians 2,15-16 'Romans 18 
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