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Dear Dan, 

El Cajon, California 92020 
July 8, 2013 

The Apostle Paul admonishes: "As for you, always be 
steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 
fulfill your ministry" (2 Timothy 4:5). Although written to 
Timothy, this charge applies to all of God's people; all of us 
must incorporate into our lives these four characteristics. 

It occurs to me that when we "fulfill our ministry," it 
entails helping people in a direction that is the exact 
opposite of what the rest of life is seeking to teach them. 
The world educates people to be independent; people must 
depend on themselves, earn their own way in life, make some
thing of themselves, learn to live independently. In part, 
our ministry in the lives of others is to teach them to be 
completely and totally dependent upon God. Jesus said, 
" ... wi thout Me you can do nothing" (John 15: 5). Throughout the 
New Testament we are taught that we seek to please only one 
Person in the universe, and we look to Him and Him alone for 
the meeting of our needs. "God will supply all our needs in 
Christ Jesus" (Philippians 4:19). We are not dependent upon 
others precisely because we are completely dependent upon God. 
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