
Life inevitably faces us with grievo us trials and te rrible troubles . None 

of us remains unscathed and undamaged as we make our way through 

this fa lle n world. W he n tri a ls come, they ca n loom up so large be fore 

us that they become the only thing we ca n see. And even if we find 

the stre ngth to cry out to God, we cry out with our gaze fixed on the 

difficulty- on the di sease, the loss , the te mptation , the pandemic, the 

fin ancial fea rs. It is in thi s context that Oswald C hambers exhorts us 

to shift our gaze to something bigger, something stro nger, something 

more permanent than our trial. "\Ne have to pray with our eyes on 

God , not on the difficulties ." We see thi s pe rfectly mode led in Jes us 

C hri st, who, with the spec ter of the cross loo ming be fore him , said to 

hi s disciples , '''My soul is very sorrowful , even to dea th ; remain he re , 

and watc h with me .' And going a little farthe r he fe ll on hi s face and 

prayed" (Matth ew 26:38-39). In the deepes t agony of spirit, with the 

darkes t trial before him , he set his eyes on the Father. Shouldn't we 

do the sa me? 

Dan Russell
Highlight

Dan Russell
Highlight


