DECEMBER 8 Day 343

A Warped Perspective — Part One

"Then he began to upbraid the cities where most of his mighty works
had been done, because they did not repent." Matthew 11:20

People to whom God has been good frequently
misunderstand what they experience. The two
most common areas in which they experience a
warped perspective are in affluence and knowledge.
When a man accrues wealth he thinks he earned
it, and when he thinks he earns it due to his own
efforts, he fails to understand. Although personal
responsibility is a factor, in the final analysis both
affluence and knowledge are gifts from God

God remlnded Israel that He gives “power to
obtain wealth”' and Jesus reminds His audience that
God reveals truth.* It is in this context that Jesus
rebuked the towns near the Sea of Galilee: “And
thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto heaven,
shalt be brought down to hell: for if the mighty
works, which have been done in thee, had been
donezin Sodom, it would have remained until this
day.”

Biblically, there is no such thing as blessing without
accountability. As Jesus said, “Every one to whom
much is given, of him will much be required; and of
him to whom men commit much they will demand
the more.”* When you conclude you are fortunate,
God reminds you that you are accountable to Him
for all you have, and you may end wishing He had
never given it to you.

' Deuteronomy 8:18 *Matthew 11:95-97 *Matthew 11.23 *Luke 12:48
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