APRIL 4 Day 95

Suffering

“Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ...And not only so, but we glory in tribulations
also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience; And patience, ex-
perience; and experience, hope." Romans 5:1, 3-4

Paul asks and answers the question, “Why does God
treat His friends as His enemies?” In verses 3-5 he
says that suffering assists in the sanctification process,
producing an eternal hope. Old age conspires with God
in stripping a person of temporal hope, and suffering
assists in this process. | am sure you have met old
people with an eternal hope who long to be with Jesus
and cannot understand why God keeps them alive; they
are an illustration of this truth. Paul calls attention to
this same truth in Il Corinthians 4:16-18.

Referring to his suffering for the cause of Christ,
Paul says, “So | ask you not to lose heart over what |
am suffering for you, which is your glory.” The price
of their receiving the good news of the gospel, in part,
was the suffering Paul experienced; they can boast in his
sufferings since it was the route used by God to bring
them to faith. Thus, in essence he says, “My loss is your
gain; my gain is your gain.”

This does not mean that when you suffer you will
accrue eternal gain, any more than you can conclude
that suffering will produce an eternal hope. God's intent
is that your suffering assist in producing an eternal
hope, just as Paul’s intent was that his suffering assist in
the Philippians coming to faith in Christ. Because this
is God's desire does not mean that it will necessarily
happen; many seem to accrue no benefit from suffering.

As far as | can tell, the only time God promises
eternal gain through suffering is when you suffer for
the cause of Christ. An illustration is found in Jesus’
promises, “Blessed are ye, when men shall revile
you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner of
evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be
exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven...”

Much of the suffering people experience cannot be
understood apart from God'’s desire that it assist in
sanctification and development of an eternal hope. You
cannot obligate God when you suffer. As with Job, God
does not answer “why” His servant Job suffered; all we
know is He said, “(I) destroy(ed) him without cause.”

"Romans 5:1-11 * Eghesians 313 * Matthew 5:11-12 * Job 23
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